
SENEGAL-The Gate way to West africa
An easy access to 200 million consumers of 15 members countries

ExpoSenegal’2012 is being organized in conjunction with 21st FIDAK’2012 (Dakar Int’l.Trade Fair) which was 
biannual trade fair from 1976 till 2008. However, on great demand of participants, this will be now an annual event 
from 2012.
The event is jointly organized by CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DU COMMERCE EXTERIEUR DU SENEGAL 
(CICES) which is member of UFI (The global association of the exhibition industry) and Arabian Exposition / 
Vision Exhibitions, Dubai, and supported by Chamber of Commerce–Industry and Agriculture of Dakar, Senegal.
The event is quality international Trade Exhibition on multi Industry sectors with facilities and atmo¬sphere to 
match the highest standards possible. 
The event would attract manufacturers, importers, exporter, traders and distributors of related products, equipment 
and machinery, Manufacturers-Importers-Exporters associations, Government and Private purchasing 
organizations etc. from 16 member countries of Economic Community of West Africa- Sub-Sahara 
countries.

Products being exhibited

Industrial machinery
Consumer-House hold.
Information technology-computers& 
peripherals.
Infrastructure 
Building-Construction-Safety -Security
Medical-Health- hospital supplies
Plastic-Rubber   

Auto-parts & Accessories
Solar Equipments and Solar Energy 
devices.
Oilfield -Gas-Petroleum 
Mineral-Metal-Chemicals
Printing-Packaging-Office automation 
and furniture.
Food & Agriculture
Communication Devices,Telecom, 
Satellite
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Dakar International Fair Grounds, has seven halls , situated at Dakar Airport Road equipped with  all modern 
facilities  of international standard, restaurant, bank and  money exchange, The visitors attendance on normal 
days is 15-20,000 per day and on Saturday-Sunday averages nearly 25/30,000. 

On week days 9 a.m. to 1 pm for business visitors and from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. for general visitors and on weekends. 
10 am to 9 pm for trade and general visitors.

Venue

Opening hours
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An aggressive advertising campaign will be carried out to maximize exposure and visitor 
attendance.

Manufacturers, Importers, Exporters, Traders
General public, Consumers
Distributors of related Products 
Corporate offices
Equipment & Machinery
Govt. departments
Purchasing Managers
Directors

Visitor profile

Promotion

This will include:

Newspaper Advertising
Outdoor Advertising
Press Releases
E-Marketing

Magazines & Trade Journals
Online Advertising
Radio AdvertisingDirect mail

Welcome to Senegal, the Gateway of Africa, the Trade Hub of West Africa. Located at the most western point 
of Africa, Senegal extends over an area of around 200,000 square km; bordering Mauritania, in the north, Mali 
in the East, Guinea Conakry, in the South East and Guinea-Bissau, in the Southwest. The Gambia and Ivory 
Coast are Senegal's other near neighbors’.

With a Senegalese spirit and a French soul, Dakar is unlike any other city in Africa. Situated on the most 
western point of Africa, Dakar is home to a rich African heritage fused with European culture and traditions. 
Everything from pristine beaches to amazing nightlife with a vibrant music and art scene are waiting to be 
discovered.
Senegal is prominent member of Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS-CEDEAO), 
a market of 200 million consumers of 15 member states.

Country Information

Capital and Port city
DAKAR. Foreigners constitute about 5% of the population. They are particularly present in the capital, Dakar, 
where they are involved in trade, industry and service sectors as well as in international organizations
Population:  12.5 millions
Economy: 
The Senegalese economy continues to be dominated by tertiary activities which contribute close to 60% of 
the GDP, primary activities provide for 20% and secondary activities 20% as well. The promotion of external 
exchanges and the development of both physical and human capital constitute priority development axis for 
the Government.
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GDP: 

Rated B+-Stable/B : 
Prudent fiscal policy : 

(Gross Development Product as on 2008):  In 2000, Senegal's nominal GDP is estimated at more than 3,000 
billion CFA F, i.e. an increase of over 7% in relation to the level attained in 1999. Since 1994 economic 
activity has remarkably improved. The average growth rate of the real GDP is still above 7%.

In recent years, the Senegal Government has run surplus in relation with the convergence criteria defined by 
WAEMU (West African Economic and Monetary Union, 8 Member States).
Fixed exchange rate regime : 
IThe CFA Franc is pegged at a rate of 100:1 to the French Franc and at a rate of 655.957 to the Euro. 
Senegal is a prominent member of WAEMU (West African Economic and Monetary Union) and monetary 
policy is conducted by the Central Bank of West-African States.

Reduction of tariff rates : 
Under the cover of the WAEMU, broad-based tariff reform has been implemented  in 1999 (So called 
common external tariff),the number of tariff categories were reduced  from 7 to 4, since 2000, there remain 
only 4 statutory tariff rate set at 0,5,10 and 20%. The 5% customs statistics duty has been replaced by 1 
percent statistical tax on all imports. As a result of tariff reform, the average tariff rate has halved from 24 to 
12 percent. Most trade within the WAEMU is free of duties.
Exports : 
Fish and fish products (40%), ground nuts (10%), phosphate and chemicals (20%), Gold, Iron Ore, 
Hydrocarbons and Marble.

Senegal is the first West African State rated by standard.

Regional integration : 
Senegal is member of the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU-UEMOA).

Trading partners : 
African countries, Europe, India, UAE and other Asian countries. Senegal has close relations with World 
Bank and IMF (International Monetary Fund).

Telecommunication : 
Senegal has been investing in telecommunication, more than any other African country. The country entered 
the 21st century with the Trade Point, the Dakar Science Park and the development of 
e-services.  International Telecommunication Union has classified Senegal as the first Sub-Saharan African 
country in terms of penetration growth and quality of services.  

Transport: : 
Roads: The road system is dense and easily services every region of the country.

Railway: The Railway, which serves much of the territory and links Senegal and Mali, is also used for 
transportation of goods.

Airports: Senegal has three international airports: Dakar, Saint Louis and Cape Skirring. Dakar is well 
connected by almost all the major European, Asian, Arab, Americas and African countries by important 
international airlines.
The country's main cities also have secondary airports for internal lines.

Sea: Dakar Port: at the crossroad between Europe, North America, South America and sub-Saharan Africa.
Dakar port is located on the westernmost cost of Africa Continent (Atlantic Ocean). Built on a natural crew 
reef, well protected from Atlantic swell, it provides excellent shelter to ships and ensures safe access at all 
times. Dakar port enjoys excellent nautical conditions.

An economic union of 8 West African States with same currency: Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, 
Guinea Bissau, Mali, Togo, Niger and Senegal.
A market of 60 million consumers based on free movement of people, goods and services.
A market based on a common trade policy with the common external tariff (CET)
A regional stock market,
And the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS-CEDEAO), a market of 200 
million consumers of 15 members states.
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An import duty exemption on equipment  required for investment programs and fiscal advantages 
during operational phase, 
Additional specific advantages  for SME's , for firms developing  local resources, firms promoting tech-
nological  innovation and firms located  outside Dakar,
For industrial and agricultural enterprises which export at least 80%  of their production, advantages 
such as:

o   exemptions  of customs duties and stamps for production and transportation equipment,
o   exemptions for wages taxes: business license taxes, land tax and all registration and stamp duties
o   corporate tax at the rate of 15%.         

In additional to the 'Traditional' guarantees offered to investors (free transfer of funds and profits (100% 
repatriation of profits by expatriates), no discrimination between nationals and foreigners, and no limitation on 
employing expatriates), the incentives provide:

Multilateral trade agreements and WTO principles: 
Senegal is a prime location offering preferential access to:
Senegal is member of the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU-UEMOA).

The European Market (EU-ACP agreement)
The US market -AGOA (Africa Growth and Opportunity Act)
Africa Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA)
It provides beneficial countries in Sub Saharan Africa with the most liberal access to the U.S. market 
available to any country or region with which Senegal doesn’t have a Free Trade Agreement.
Reinforces African reform efforts,
Provides improved access to US credit and technical expertise, establishes a high-level dialogue on 
trade and investment in the form of U.S.-Sub-Saharan Africa Trade and Economic Forum.

Tourism : 

Currency : 

 With over 400 miles of fine sandy beaches, an agreeable and gentle climate and with sunshine all the
year long. The finest tourist destination in the whole of Africa, South of the Sahara. Tourism is one of the key 
sectors in the Senegalese economy. Senegal receives around 700,000 tourists each year. Dakar has world 
class chain hotels, like Radisson, Le Meridiean, Novotel, and Pullman besides good number of budget and 
deluxe hotels and resorts.
Dakar is a crossroad for business and is the home for the regional headquarters of the regional Central Bank 
of West African States, The BCEAO and has hosted Islamic Summit Conference in 2006.

F CFA, 1USD = 500 CFA, 1 Euro=655.957 CFA
Language : French and Senegalese dialects (mainly wolof)

Climate : 18-20°C (Feb to March)

Organizers:

Organiser:
Supported by:
Dakar Chamber de Commerce

Senegal Associates: Mr. Doudou , Re Représentant Afrique de l'Ouest de 
Tél: +221 30 104 20 28/ +221 70 337 25 16, Email: tradecomwestafrica@gmail.com

P.O.Box: 39619, Dubai - U.A.E
Tel: +971 4 2388667 / 2388683
Fax: +971 4 2388669 / 2388684
info@arabianexposition.com, info@africanexpos.com
www.arabianexposition.com, www.focusafrica.biz
www.africanexpos.com, www.arabexpo.ae

India Office:

Goa, India
Miss Dimple D'Souza 
Marketing Co-ordinator
Cell: +91 9158507110
Email: dimple@goaexposition.com
www.africanexpos.com 
www.goaexpositions.com
www.afrotrade-me.com

M-36, Arabilla, Deira
P.O Box - 43196, Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Tel: +971 4 2399533 / +971 4 2399433
Fax: +971 4 2399566 / +971 4 2399013
E-Mail: info@visionexhibitions.com
www.visionexhibitions.com


